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A town where wild medaka flock in its ditches

In February 1999, Japanese medaka was designated as an endangered species
by the government. The news that the most familiar fish in Japan is likely to extinct
in the near future alarmed many Japanese. The sharp decline of medaka population
is most likely due to changes in the forms of agriculture, loss of natural banks of
small streams and rivers, and impact from introduced species. While there used to
be numerous wild medaka around us, now we can see them only in limited places
throughout Japan. However, paddy area of Miwa near Nagoya, Aichi, is an
exceptional and valuable field where wild medaka are still abundant. It has become
increasingly clear that accidental overlap of various environmental conditions made
it possible for the school of medaka to inhabit in a place so close to the big city. In
this mini-symposium, | will briefly describe environmental characteristics of the
Miwa area where wild medaka still survive and prosper.



