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Indonesia has been long acknowledged as the world’s second mega biodiversity
country after Brazil, in term of diversity and endemism of vertebrate species.
Specifically for freshwater fish fauna, Indonesia has more than 1400 species, and
about 450 species are endemic. Unfortunately, the diversity of this fauna is under
threat and has been severely declined owing to various factors. In this presentation, I
will introduce the biodiversity of Indonesian freshwater fish fauna, illustrate the
climate, the geographic condition and also describe the ecological information,
especially in Java and Bali, where I conduct my research. In the last part of my talk, I
will present a bit of my ongoing research on molecular phylogeny of the endemic
freshwater fish Rasbora baliensis. We have so far found two new species, indicating

that the biodiversity of freshwater fish fauna in Java island has been underestimated.
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