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72 H : Conservation of Mangrove Forest in Ranong, southern Thailand
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The Ranong mangrove ecosystem on the Andaman Sea coastline of southern
Thailand mainly consists of primary forest and some secondary vegetation. Until re-
cently, mangrove forests have been mainly recognized by local people for their direct
use values. This misconception coupled with the consideration of mangrove resources
as being “open access” easily leads to their exploitation. The national and local gov-
ernment unit regulations and enforcement are crucial to ensure the protection of man-
groves. In addition, the success of the mangrove forest rehabilitation and conservation
depends on the participation of local people. Thus, the local people need to be better
informed about the mangrove resources and ecosystem and ecological and economic
benefits.
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